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Startups stay away from
1T placements this year

RozelleLaha

sfozele! laha@h ndusla.nnmescom

NEWDELHI: Startups seem tohave
lost the flavour amongII'T-ians.

Thisyear, the Indian Institutes
of Technology (IITs) saw anover
40% drop in the number of start-
ups signing up for final place-
ments, compared to last year.

At TIT Guwahati, 15 startups
haveregistered sofar, against 40
lastyear. Thelistincludes names
like Headout, Rivigo and
Shop101. IIT Madras has seen 54
startups gettingregistered, com-
pared to 98 last year. The differ-
ence is startling in case of IIT
Kharagpur—only 10havesigned
up for this year’s placement proc-
esssofar, from 70last year.

IIT Madras' training and
placement adviser, professor
Manu Santhanam, said the ban
on30startups earlierin the year
forreneging onjob offers could be
thereason for the lack ofinterest.

“Thereisamarketdecline (in
value) of startups and cautious
policy adopted by the AIPC (The

ar EE

= |IT Kharagpur campus MINTFILE

AII-IIT Placement Committee) to
secure candidates’ future,” said
professor Debasis Deb, chairman
of career development centre at
[ITKharagpur.

E-commerce giants Amazon
and Snapdeal, however, will hire
extensively from these institutes.
Infact, Amazon Indiais likely to
increase the number of offers.
“Wewill continue to hire aggres-
sively aswe grow our businessin
India, We are looking to expand

October 8

our hiring from IITs,” said Raj
Raghavan,director, Asiahuman
resources(HR)leaderat Amazon.

Amazon India hasalready reg-
isteredat1511Ts, including Bom-
bay, Hyderabad, Kharagpur,
Delhi, Kanpur, Madras, Mandi,
Jodhpur,Indore, BHU, Dhanbad,
Guwahati, Patna, Ropar and
Roorkee. The company hires
around 100 graduates from IITs
every year.

Snapdeal is in the process of
registering for IIT placements.
“We will continue to hire for
niche andspecificrolesfromIITs
(25to30graduates),accordingto
our planned needs this year, said
Saurabh Nigam, vice-president,
HR, Snapdeal.

Flipkart,too, hasstartedregis-
tering for placements, IIT offi-
cials said. The company, how-
ever,did not confirm the move.

The fact that students are now
lookingforstable job opportuni-
ties could also be driving the
trend oflessinterest instartups,
AIPC convener Professor Kaus-
tubha Mohanty said.

Cloud-seeding an impractical measure to reduce Delhi smog, say experts
http://zeenews.india.com/environment/cloud-seeding-an-impractical-measure-to-reduce-delhi-smog-say-
experts 1947496.html

New Delhi: People in Delhi are presently grappling with the heavy smog that has taken over the city post Diwali
celebrations.

The national capital's pollution levels were already bordering on hazardous before Diwali and after the festival, the air
quality took on that very standard.
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Residents have since been complaining of respiratory issues like asthma, bronchitis, difficulty in breathing and other
allergies.

The pressure on the government is definitely mounting and because the matter requires desperate measures, Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal suggested cloud seeding.

On Monday, Delhi environment minister Imran Hussain urged Union environment minister Anil Madhav Dave to "bring
artificial rain technology like other countries do," as per a report in the Economic Times.

However, cloud seeding may not be the proper solution for the kind of weather conditions Delhi is currently facing.

"You need more moisture to do cloud seeding. | think it's an impractical idea because cloud seeding may not be possible in
such a large area. The smog may return in a day or two because emissions will continue. Plus, there will be additional
emissions from the aircraft used," said professor Manju Mohan of Centre for Atmospheric Sciences, IIT Delhi, told the
Economic Times.

Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune, has a cloud seeding and weather modification programme, and scientists
from there have been testing physical problem of aerosol particles all over Delhi. "Moisture can be a tricky issue in Delhi.
The relative humidity should be between 80% and 90%, but that alone is not enough. We need to understand what the
pollution particles in Delhi are like. What are their chemical and physical properties? These particles may not be able to
form rain drops like clouds do," said a scientist.

He added that even if pollutants are washed out, relief would be short-term as emission would continue. The nature of
pollutants would also determine the environmental impact of rains that wash down these. "Acid rain is not common any
more, but we need to study what are these pollutants," he added, The Economic Times further reported.

Furthermore, the total cost of a single cloud-seeding exercise could range between Rs 10 crore and Rs 12 crore, including
the cost of the aircraft, radar technology and other equipment.

Def aerospace R&D centre: Work to begin at 11 T-Bombay

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Def-aerospace-RD-centre-Work-to-begin-at-IIT-
Bombay/articleshow/55300770.cms

MUMBAI: The foundation stone for construction of the advanced defence-related aerospace research and development
centre (Centre of Propulsion Technology) will be laid on lIT-Bombay premises on Friday, in the presence of defence
minister Manohar Parrikar, Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO) director, and IIT-B and |IT-Madras
directors.

The MoU was signed last year after DRDO decided to finance over Rs 400 crore into IIT-B and IIT-M to kick-start advanced
defence-related aerospace research and development.

A defence official said products and technology under development include aircraft that can morph into a missile, gas
turbine engines used to run aircraft and missile propulsion and hypersonics that enable flights to go at several times the
speed of sound. "PhD students will take over the project for DRDO to do research and build aeronautical-related
equipment. lIT-B will be the administrative headquarters for the new CoPT."

The official said at lIT-M, this centre has 45 faculty across eight departments participating in the project, while at lIT-B, 25
faculty across departments will participate in the research being conducted for the first time in India.
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[I'Ts should get more
autonomy: Scientist

HT Correspondent

= hireporters@| hmdusmnumes com

NEW DELHI: : Bharat Ratan CNR
Raosaid Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (II'Ts) are “prized brands”
of the country while asking gov-
ernment to become anenabling
agency by giving more auton-
omy and funding to the institu-

tions.

He also said that the govern-
ment should not indulge in fre-
quent policy changes with
regards to [ITs.

“Unfortunately we are not
independent entity. [I'Ts are gov-
ernment’s prized brand. Unless
they supportITTs and give better
fundingIseenofuture of Indian

“They should notsay ‘II'T vou
take care of yourself. Govern-

ment has to supportso thatqual-

ity of IITs is maintained. Our
directors, chairmen and such
people who run IITs must be
given more autonomy. I do not
thinkgovernment canrun good
institutions. Government is an
enablinginstitution,” he said.

This vear IIT-D conferred 264

PhD degrees, the highest for the
IIT so far, apart from 109 MBA,
569 MTech and 621 BTech.

Raoalsosaid, “The only thing

science and technology. Funding  value.”

that is enough to maintain its
high quality, toexperiment new
innovations in 1T is key,” Rao,
an eminent scientist, said on

Sunday.

Rao was addressing the stu-
dents at the 47th Convocation of

IIT-Delhi.

people know about Indian educa-
tion wherever you go is IIT.
Everybody in India, including
the government, should realize
that we should not lose the brand

Director Ramgopal Rao said
two new hostels (boys and girls)
and a sports facility are being
started in the campus. Kumar

Mangalam Birla, chairman,

occasion.

Board of Governors, IIT-D, also
addressed the students on the
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[T students notup to mark,
coachingcentres blamed

SEEMA KauL

TRIEUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, NOVEMEER 6
Holding coaching centres
responsible for students at
IITs mot being up to the
mark, Bharat Ratna Prof
CNR Rao said the format of
the Joint Entrance Exam
hasto be changed.

Replying to a query on diffier-
ence between engineering
graduates of today and from 20
vears ago, he said, “Thequality
of students at IITs has come
down because of coaching
classes. This year, 2,000 first
yvear students have flunked
because they are not up to the
mark. The exam system is
ridiculous, you have tochange
format of the selection test (for

1T to recruit faculties from around the world

II'Ts). We have to find ways of
easing pressure on students.”
More needs to be done to
change the present (exam)
gystem, he said adding, “In
America, they have one exam.
How are they picking our best
Indian students without any
effort? We should learn howto
do that. There are many ways
of improving the system. You
don't have to torture students
to take an exam. They com-
mit suicide if they don't pass,
why should they do that?”
The sdertist whowasthe chief
guest at the cormocation cererno-
ny of IITDelhi held today, was
not in favour of foreign faculty
coming to India. “You can't
expectforeign faculty to solve
Indian problems,” he said.

https://www.brainbuxa.com/education-news/iit-to-recruit-faculties-from-around-the-world
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[IT (Indian Institute of Technology) would carry out faculty recruitment drive across the world. The move comes to enhance

the global ranking of the institute and to engage highly qualified facilities.

“To ensure that the global ranking of the IITs improve, it is important not only to have foreign students at the same time

have international faculty. We are planning to start the foreign recruitment drive across the globe and the same would

start from US from January” said the Director IIT (D) V Ramagopal Rao.

The recruitment process will attract skilled persons from foreign universities to teach in Indian campuses.

On Sunday the institute held its 47th Convocation. Bharat Ratan CN Rao was the Chief Guest for the convocation. The

instituted announced increase in number of student for the PhDs. The same would go from 2500 to 5000 in the next three

years. “The increase would be done in phases so that the quality of R& D doesn’t suffer”. Added V Ramagopal Rao.
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DRDO signs MoU with 11T Delhi to establish JATC

http://www.voicendata.com/drdo-signs-mou-with-iit-delhi-to-establish-jatc/

NEW DELHI: Defence Research & Development Organisation (DRDO) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Delhi to establish a ‘Joint Advanced Technology Centre’ (JATC) at a function held in IIT,
Delhi on 04 November 2016.

JATC will be located in the campus of IIT Delhi at the upcoming Science and Technology Park (Mini-Science Park ‘MSP’).

Secretary, Department of Defence R&D and Chairman DRDO Dr. S Christopher, signed the MoU with the Director IIT Delhi
Prof. V Ramgopal Rao. The JATC will enable Directed, Basic & Applied Research and will engage with premier research
institutes through multi-institutional collaboration.

As per the MoU, DRDO will support JATC in equipping it with advanced and unique research facilities that will enable the
faculty and scholars to conduct advanced research and transform the JATC as Centre of Excellence. DRDO scientists and
engineers will work with the academic research faculty and scholars in addressing scientific problems to find an innovative
solution. DRDO will facilitate towards advanced research to utilize technology outcome in the futuristic applications.

The objective for creation of JATC is to undertake and facilitate multi-disciplinary directed basic and applied research in the
jointly identified research verticals. The researchers will get the opportunity to work in advanced areas of research namely
Advanced Materials for Ballistic Protection, Advanced Mathematical Modelling and Simulation, Advanced Electromagnetic
Devices and Terahertz Technologies, Smart & Intelligent Textile Technologies, Brain Computer Interface & Brain Machine
Intelligence besides Photonic Technologies, Plasmonics and Quantum Photonics, etc. The focused research efforts at the
centre will lead to realization of indigenous technologies in these critical areas, which will be used for speedy self-reliance.

Faculties and researchers in various Engineering and Science departments of IT Delhi will participate in the research
programme/projects of the Centre. JATC may also involve other premier institutions in the region, based on their research
strengths.
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Hotels, restaurants biggest contributors: II'T-Kanpur

RAJESH KUMAR m NEW DELHI

D\'”u'.\ hotels and restau
rants are the biggest con-
tributors to air pollution in the

national Capital, says finding of
a study conducted by 1T

Kanpur on increasing levels of

air pollution in Delhi. There are
approximately 9,000 hotels/
restaurants in the city which use
coal (mostly in tandoors) and
the PM emission in the form of
fly ash from this source is large,
worsening city’s air quality. It i
proposed that all restaurants
with sitting capacity of more
than 10 should shift to electric
sed appliances.

econd biggest polluter
is domestic sector. ;\ﬁ]mugh
Delhi is kerosene free and 90
per cent of the houscholds use

to rise in PM10 and PM25 in
winters. “Various control
options — including the imple
mentation of BS V1, introduc-
tion of electric and hybrid vehi
cles, traffic planning and restric-
tion of movement of vehicles,
retro-fitment in diesel exhaust,
improvement in public trans
port, etc — have been proposed
and their effectiveness has been
assessed,” said the 1T report
Another major contributor
to air pollution is Mass Solid
Waste (MSW) burning. One of
the reasons for burning MSW is
la, infrastructure for time
on of MSW and it is
comveniently burned or it may
smolder slowly for a long time
As per the report, infra
structure for collection and
disposal (landfill and waste to

improve and burning of MSW
should be banned completely.

The massive construc
tion/demolition works in Delhi
is also contributing to air pol
lution. Another palluter is ready
mix concrete batching, used for
construction activities.

The fifth biggest polluter is
identified as coal and fly ash. In
summer, coal and flyash con

tribute about 30 per cent of

PM10 and unless sources con-
tributing to flvash are controlled,
one cannot expect significant
improvement in air quality.
The soil and road dust is
also contributor to air pollution.
In winter, this sour
tribute about

* can con-
26 per cent to
PMI0and PM he silt load
on some of th Ihi's road is
very high and it can become

vehicles. The estimated PM 10
emission from road dust is
over 65 tonnes per day.
Industries and Diesel
Generator Sets also come in the
list of major polluter. Several
measures have been taken to
control emissions in the indus
try (including relocation), espe-
cially in small and medium size
industries, the report says.
Secondary particles, which
are major contributors to PM
level, are expected to source
from precursor s (502,

istances from large
sources, For sulfates, the major
contribution can be attributed

to large power plants and
LPG for cooking, the remain refineries. The Northwest wind
ing 10 per cent use wood, crop
residue, cow dung, and coal for
cooking (Census-India, 2012).
The vehicular pollution is
also the largest source and
most consistently contributing

energy plants) of MSW hasto  airborne with the movement of

is expected o transport S02
and transform it into sulfates
emitted from large power plants
and refinerics situated in the
upwind of Delhi. However,
NOx from local sources, -
cially vehicles and power plants,
can also contribute to nitrates.

There are 13 thermal
power plants (TPPs) with a
capacity of over 11,000 MW in
the radius of 300km of Delhi,

IIT K to get manufacturing centre under Make in India initiative
https://www.brainbuxa.com/education-news/iit-k-to-get-manufacturing-centre-under-make-in-india-initiative

which are expected to con
tribute to secondary particles.
Sased on a study conduct
ed in 2013, it was shown that
power plants contribute near
Iy 80 per cent of sulfates and 50
per cent nitrates to the recep
tor concentration. A calculation
assuming 90 per cent reduction
in 502 trom these plants can
reduce 72 per cent of sul
phates, the report further states,
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The Union Ministry of Heavy Industries and Public enterprises is tying up with IIT (Kharagpur) to establish a centre of
excellence on advanced manufacturing for heavy industries. The same is being done under the Make in India initiative.

Babul Supriyo, Union Minister of state for Heavy Industries and Public enterprises said that “East has a dearth of centers
of excellence as compared to west and southern India. Being a representative from the east, | am committed to bring the

benefit of the centre schemes here”.

Joint Secretary of the department Vishvajit Sahay said that “through this centre, local industries would work with IIT K for

the requirement of heavy machinery”.

Director IIT K said that “The centre would look into the current and future research and development needs of heavy

industries. High quality standards would be maintained in the centre”.

“The institute will focus on R&D and share the same with the industries for commercialization. We will also promote the

start ups”, the director added.

The centre of excellence will receive 80% of the funding from the centre and the rest has to be raised by the stakeholders.
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T Kharagpur blacklists 8 start-up‘s-

Kotkata, November 6

The indian institute of Technology-Kharagpur

. hasbarred as many as eight start-ups from
taking part in thelr campus recruitrnent drives
after they backed out of job offers last year.
“They had withdrawn or canceiled the offers
last year so this year they will not be visiting
the campus,” said the institute’s placement
chairman Debasis Deb. A total of 31 start-ups
have been blacklisted by IITs across the

country, 1ans
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Samsung Innovation
Awards held at IIT Bombay

Samsung India conducted the sixth annual
edition of Samsung | nnovation Awards
2016at lIT Bombay last week. These aim to
recognise revolutionary innovations. The
first prize went to the team comprising
Shalaka Kulkarni,Umang Chhaparia and
Mustafa Lokhandwala. Theirwork was on
road quality measurement, monitoring and
mapping solution. Javed Shaikh won the
second prize for proposing new materials
to cool electronicequipment. The duo
Ritesh Saurabh and Kumar Pratik won the
third prize for designing smart trash cans
to expedite garbage collection. Samsung
R&D Institute Bangalore will engage with
winners to further develop theinnovations.
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